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It is not the common political suffering tbat is to weld together the
Hindu and the Muslim like the Greeks of old during the Persian inva-
sions, but the mutual respect, regard and love for each other's dharma.
. . . and the necessity for its individuated preservation that can and shall
achieve it. Swaraj, therefore, means the preservation of Hindu dharma,
Muslim dharma, Christian dharma, Parsi dharma, Sikh dharma, in short
swadharma of all and a co-ordinated federation of all, which are now being
threatened with destruction by positivist godless philosophy, industrial
anarchy and spiritual famine that beset the world at the present moment.
Surely we are nearing our goal when men of character are
being imprisoned for their religious beliefs,
SARDAR GURDUT SINGH
It is no small matter for one to remain in hiding for seven
years and escape the police and then openly to surrender oneself
to them, yet Sardar Gurdut Singh has succeeded in preforming
the wonder. I have before me his open letter and other papers.
In the midst of other diversions these papers do not attract me.
But I cannot withhold my congratulations from the Sikhs for their
having kept their peace when Sardar Gurdut Singh surrendered
himself and the Magistrate took charge of him. We must be
certain of non-violence to such an extent that we may undertake
the boldest steps with perfect confidence. There is nothing to beat
swadeshi to make us non-violent. I entirely agree with a corres-
pondent who sends me a long letter saying that I should insist upon
due fulfilment of swadeshi before a single tahsil embarks upon civil
disobedience. I know that violence would be an impossibility if
the whole of India became swadeshi, i.e., carried out complete
boycott of foreign cloth by manufacturing the whole of the khadi
supply in her millions of cottages. Would that the Sikhs and
other Indians simply concentrate upon manufacture of hand-spun
yarn and hand-woven cloth.
TEN DAYS FOR THE KHADI CAP
The khadi cap came in for much attention during the late
disturbance in Bombay. Dr. Sathe was severely assaulted because
he would not surrender his khadi cap. Now I hear that sailors in
the Fort forcibly dispossessed many innocent wearers of their khadi
caps. I can only hope that this senseless persecution will stiffen the
resolve of the nation and that thousands will be prepared to die for
the khadi cap which is fast becoming a visible mark of swadeshi
and swaraj. The most glaring instance however comes from Bengal,